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Description

Until recently, academic studies of Sufism have largely ignored the multiple
ways in which Islamic mystical ideas and practices have developed in the
modern period. For many specialists, Sufism was "on the way out" and not
compatible with modernity. The present study of a twentieth-century Sufi
revival in West Africa offers critical corrections to this misconception.
Seesemann's work revolves around the emergence and spread of the
"Community of the Divine Flood," established in 1929 by Ibrahim Niasse, a
leader of the Tijaniyya Sufi order from Senegal. Based on a wide variety of
written sources and encounters with leaders and ordinary members of the
movement, the book analyzes the teachings and practices of this
community, most notably those concerned with mystical knowledge of God.
It presents a vivid and intimate portrait of the community's formation in
Senegal and its subsequent transformation into a veritable transnational
movement in West Africa and beyond. Drawing on letters, poetry,
hagiography, and testimonies of opponents of the movement, the book
traces Niasse's spectacular ascension as the widely acclaimed "Supreme Saint
of His Era" and shows how the various stages of his career intersect with
the development of his mystical teachings. Seesemann makes a compelling
case for studying Sufis and their literary production in their social and
historical contexts, throwing light on a little known chapter of the
intellectual and social history of Islam.

Features

-The first book-length study of the movement.

-Relies on cross-disciplinary methodology by combining the
philological study of texts with empirical fieldwork.

-It uses important primary sources that have been rarely or never
seriously analyzed.

-Provides an in-depth discussion of Sufi teachings and practices in
twentieth-century West Africa.

-Opens up new perspectives on Sufism and modernity, as well as
Sufism and Islam in Africa.
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Reviews

Review 1: "Based on a meticulous analysis of the relevant literature in both Arabic and
European languages, The Divine Flood traces the appeal of the Sufi message brought by
Ibrahim Niasse from its doctrinal origins to its reception in the popular imagination. Few
books provide such balanced insight into the inner dynamics of an expansive Muslim
movement in sub-Saharan Africa." -By Louis Brenner, Emeritus Professor of the
History of Religion in Africa, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of
London.

Review 2: "Seesemann provides a truly remarkable portrait of a major Muslim scholar
presenting a significant case study within the broad framework of Islamic spirituality in
the twentieth century. The volume is based on a familiarity with both archival and
analytical sources, extensive interviews, and the literary resources of the spiritual
traditions of Ibrahim Niasse. This book should be required reading for anyone interested
in the continuing dynamism of religion in the contemporary world." —By John Voll,

Professor of Islamic history and associate director of the Prince Alwaleed bin Talal
Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding, Georgetown University.

Review 3: "The Divine Flood succeeds brilliantly in providing a textured and highly
engaging account of the emergence of Ibrahim Niasse as the most influential Tijani Sufi
leader in West Africa in the mid-twentieth-century. Seesemann's research is expansive,
imaginative, and incisive, and his superb book is sure to become a model study for the
social construction of Sufi sainthood and Muslim identity." -By Ahmet T.

Karamustafa, Professor of History & Religious Studies, Washington University in St.

Louis.

Product Details

352 pages; 6-1/8 x 9-1/4;
ISBN13: 978-0-19-538432-1
ISBN10: 0-19-538432-6

About the Author(s)

Rudiger Seesemann teaches in the Department of Religious Studies at
Northwestern University and specializes in the study of Islam in Africa. He
has done fieldwork in various West and East African countries and has
published extensively on Sufism, Islam and politics, Islamism, Islamic
education, as well as theories and practices of Islamic knowledge.

Lien :
(http:/ /www.oup.com/us/ catalog/general /subject/ReligionTheology/ AnthropologyofR
eligion/?view=usa&ci=9780195384321).
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Ridiger Seesemann is an Islamicist specializing in the study of Islam in sub-
Saharan Africa. He holds a Ph.D. in Islamic Studies from the University of
Mainz (Germany, 1993) and joined Northwestern University in January
2005. He has done extensive research in various West and East African
countries (most notably Senegal, Sudan, and Kenya) on a variety of topics
including Sufism, Islam and modernity, Islam and politics, Islamism, and
Islamic education. He is the author of Abmadu Bamba und die Entstehung der
Muridiyya (Berlin: Klaus Schwarz, 1993), a monograph dealing with the
founder of the Muridiyya, a Sufi order based in Senegal, and The Divine Flood:
Ibrahim Niasse (1900-1975) and the Roots of a Twentieth-Century Sufi Revival (New
York: Oxford University Press, forthcoming). Together with Roman
Loimeier he has edited the collective volume The Global Worlds of the Swabili
(Berlin: Lit Verlag, 20006). He is the co-editor of the series “Islam in Africa,”
published by E.J. Brill, and deputy editor of the electronic journal Lslamic

Africa.
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Seesemann’s course offerings include Introduction to Islam; The Qut’an;
Muslim Saints; Sufi Orders in Sub-Saharan Africa; Sufism: Doctrines,
Beliefs, Practices; The Evolution of Islamic Political Thought; Theories and
Practices of Knowledge in Islam; Converts and Apostates; and Islam and
the Clash of Civilizations. He also teaches at the graduate level, where he is
involved in the graduate track “Islam in Africa.”

At Northwestern’s Iustitute for the Study of Islamic Thought in Africa (ISITA)
Seesemann currently directs a research project (funded by the Ford
Foundation) concerned with literature produced by members of the
Tijaniyya Sufi order, Africa’s largest. His latest project investigates the
interplay between competing Islamic traditions as reflected in theories and
practices of Islamic knowledge in various African countries. Seesemann is
also an active member of Northwestern’s Program of African Studies,
various Middle East initiatives on campus (MENA, Middle East Forum),

and the French Interdisciplinary Group.
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1.-BOOKS.

Abmadu Bamba und die Entstebung der Muridiyya. Ridiger Seesemann. Berlin:
Klaus Schwarz, 1993.

The Global Worlds of the Swabili. Rudiger Seesemann and Roman Loimeier.
Berlin: Lit Verlag, 2006.

2.-ARTICLES

e "Three Ibrahims: Literary production and the remaking of the
Tijaniyya Sufi order in twentieth-century Sudanic Africa." Die Welt des
Lstams 49, 2009 (pp. 299-333).
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"Kenyan Muslims, the aftermath of 9/11 and the 'war on terror'." In:
Istam and Muslim Politics in Africa, ed. Benjamin F. Soares & René
Otayek. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007 (pp. 157-1706).
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Sudan." Princeton Papers. Interdisciplinary Journal for Middle Eastern Studies
15 (Sufism and Politics, ed. Paul Heck), 2006 (pp. 23-57).

"Islamism and the paradox of secularization. The case of Islamist
ideas on women in the Sudan." Socologus. Journal for Empirical Social
Abnthropology 55, 2005 (pp. 89-118).

"The takfir debate. Part 1I: The Sudanese arena." Sudanic Africa 10,
1999 (pp. 65-110).
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1998 (pp. 39-70).

(http:/ /www.religion.northwestern.edu/faculty/seesemann.html).
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